THE   AARAB   TENT
shoulder. The best metal is the Ajamy, a little bent with a
simple crossed hilt (beautiful is the form), wound about with
metal wire; next to the Persian they reckon the Indian blade,
A-Hindy.
In nomad ears this word, Aarab, signifies ethe people.9 Beduin
passengers when they meet with herdsmen in the desert enquire,,
Fen el-Aarab? Svhere is the folk?' Of the multitude of nomad
tribes east and west, they say in plural wise, el-Arbdn. This other
word, Beduin, received into all our languages, is in the Arabian
speech Beduwy, that is to say inhabitant of the waste, (bddia,) in the
Bedaiiwy (ait dipth.), but commonly el-Beduw. As we sit, the little
cup, of a few black drops, is served twice round. When they have
swallowed those boiling sips of coffee-water, and any little news
has been related among them, the men rise one after other to go
home over the hot sand: all are barefoot, and very rarely any of
those Aarab has a pair of sandals. So everyone is come again to
his own, they say the mid-day prayers; and when they have
breakfasted, they will mostly slumber out the sultry mid-day
hours in their housewife's closed apartment. I have asked an
honest wife, 'How may your lubbers slug out these long days till
evening?' and she answered, demurely smiling, cHow, sir, but in
solace with the hareem!'
The hejra, or small flitting-tent, laid out by the housewife, with
its cords stretched to the pins upon the ground, before the am'din
or props be set up under, is in this form: to every pair of cords, is
a pair of stakes; there are three stakes to every pair of cords in
the waist of the tent. Greater booths are stayed by more pairs of
waist-cords, and stand upon taller staves. The Aarab tent, which
they call the beyt [pL byut] es-shaar, 'abode, booth, or house of
hair,' that is of black worsted or hair-cloth, has, with its pent roof,
somewhat the form of a cottage. The tent-stuff, strong and rude,
is defended by a list sewed under at the heads of the am'dan, and
may last out, they say, a generation, only wearing thinner: but
when their roof-cloth is threadbare it is a feeble shelter, thrilled
by the darting beams of the Arabian sun, and casting only a grey
shadow. The Arabian tent strains strongly upon all the staves,
and in good holding-ground, may resist the boisterous blasts
which happen at the crises of the year, especially in some deep
61